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Synopsis

Thunder Boy Jr. is named after his dad, but he wants a name that'’s all his own. Just because
people call his dad Big Thunder doesn’t mean he wants to be Little Thunder. He wants a name that
celebrates something cool he’s done, like Touch the Clouds, Not Afraid of Ten Thousand Teeth, or
Full of Wonder.But just when Thunder Boy Jr. thinks all hope is lost, he and his dad pick the perfect
name...a hame that is sure to light up the sky.National Book Award-winner Sherman Alexie’s lyrical
text and Caldecott Honor-winner Yuyi Morales’s striking and beautiful illustrations celebrate the

special relationship between father and son.

Customer Reviews

K-Gr 4A¢a -4 *An enchanting and humorous picture book about a little boy frustrated with his
name. Readers are drawn into the story narrated by Little Thunder, who is named after his father,
Big Thunder. He works through his angst at the indignity of the name, presenting his case like a
seasoned lawyer as he goes in search of a better, cooler moniker like Not Afraid of Ten Thousand
Teeth or Touch the Clouds. The dialogue is humorous yet profound in the simple truths it imparts.
His dad eventually helps him find the perfect name. Morales uses vibrant colors and textures to
bring this joyful American Indian father and son to life. Collage elements and mixed media lend the
artwork an almost three-dimensional effect. This has all of the qualities of a classic story like
Goodnight Moon and is destined to be a modern classic, with youngsters wanting repeated
readings. VERDICT Highly recommended for all picture book collections.A¢a -4 *Naomi Caldwell,

Alabama State University, Montgomery, AL

A New York Times Notable Children’s Book of the YearA NYPL Best Book of the YearA Publishers
Weekly Best Book of the YearA Boston Globe-Horn Book Picture Book Honor Book of the YearTime
Top 10 Children’s Book of the YearA Washington Post Best Children’s Book of the YearAn Best
Children’s Book of the Year"Together [Sherman and Morales] deliver a story that feels both modern
and timeless, a joyous portrait of one boy’s struggle to (literally) make a name for himself in the
world."A¢a -4 ¢The New York Times Book Review* "An enchanting and humorous picture
book....This has all of the qualities of a classic story like Goodnight Moon and is destined to be a
modern classic, with youngsters wanting repeated readings."A¢a -a ¢School Library Journal,

starred review
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